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Dear Parents/Carers,

We hope you f'md this booklet usefuL and it heLps you to support your child’s

Leammg in Doves class.

Dur'mg the year there may be times when you have cLuechLons about your
child’s Leammg or there may be ‘chmgs you need to Lnform school about that

may affect your child’s Leammg.

You can contact me bg Lnform'mg the school ofche, writing an ematl to

dOVQS@hCSChOOL.OFg.U.I( or a JceLephorxe CO_LL. >/OU. can O_LSO QSI( JCOF‘ an

appointment LJC more time is needed and I will get back to you with a
convenient time. Urgerﬂc messages could be delivered to the member of s’caff

on gate dutg.

There will be consultation evenings in the Autumn and Sprmg terms which

will prodee opportunities to discuss your child’s progress and see their work.

The dates for Autumn are as foLLows:

® Tuesdag |9\H‘ November 2034
L4 Thursdag M—th November 0L

Bookmg 'mformaﬂon will be available via the offtce closer to the dates.

Tl’l(ll’ll( HOU. ]COF UOU.F SU.ppOI”JC.

Miss Ro[fe & Miss Dancer

DOV@S C[.CISS Teachers
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Keg Informatton

People who help us in Doves
Class

Miss Rolfe- Class
Teacher (Thursday -
Frtdag)

Miss Dancer- Class

Teacher (Monday -

Drop off | 8.L45am
Collection | 3.15pm

Top'Lcs
Autumn - Into the Woods
Spring - Fire and Ice
Summer - Wild and wonderful

Forest School

Throughout the year all the
children in the school will have
the opportunity to attend forest

school. Your child must come

equipped with welltes,
waterproof coat and spare
clothes (hats, gloves and scarfs
in winter). More information

difte garding dates will follow.

PE

This year Doves will have P.E
on a FrLdag. Please ensure your
child arrives wearing the
appropriate PE kit. Your child

may also wear tracksuit bottoms

to cover their Legs W
school Jumpe q
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Behaviour

SiGYing onGreen. but going for .

How it works:

There s a dLspLaH tn every classroom, on this
display every child has a dove with their name on.
Every day the child starts fresh on green. If a
child makes good choices and dLspLaHs our school
values, they are rewarded by moving their name to

the goLd star and receive a golden ticket.
If a child makes wrong choices Jcheg:

- Receive a poLLJce reminder
- A verbal warnmg
- Move their name to amber face (Lose 5 min

pl_(lg as a COI’ISQCLU.QI’\CQ)

If the behaviour is continued (or sertous) they
move to the purple face and must see the

headteacher, parents will also be erformed.

Our behaviour system allows children to reﬂect on
their actions, attitudes and behaviours. If Jcheg
change their behaviour to a positive one, theg can

move back up the chart.

\ We are respectful and polite - v
We are kind and helpful '
We listen to everyone
We are always honest
We always work hard
We look after property
‘Staying on Green but Going for Gold!’
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DOVQS

Class Timetable
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|
Litergoir

We will be exploring wellbeing threugh stories
abeut feelings and group discussica

Children will Learn about the characteristics of
captions, lists ond lobels, Then write their own
themed cround the bock Naot a stck.

The children will then go on to explece stories
with a familiar setting Beg Baby' in which we will
explore adjpctives. Later on we will Learn about
peetry and create our own acrestic poem. The
children will create their own recounts and explare
the stories of Hansel and Gretel, Little Red Riding
Hood and The Gungerbread Man. We will then

have a qo at writing our own Christmas steries

'n.v'-fﬂ‘xqflr'l |_| ﬂ
The children will Learn to use computers more
purpossfully by loggng in and navigating around
a camputer. They wil Learn to drag, drop, click
and centrel o curser using a mouse as well as use
softwc.fe tacls to create art ca the computer.

: @
— @
The children will learm persenal skills such as co-
ardination and stotic balance. The children will
develop their foctwark and balance through
different activities We will promote a growth
mind-set and children will learn to follow
tnstructions for sumple tasts independently

At !JT

The children will be exploring mixed media to
create their own artwerk and throughout the term
will create lots of weork based arcund ow tepic
into the woods. These include natural stick
arnaments, chservational drawings, clay paint
mixng and use of natural resources.

Maths

We will explore the number system starting with
place value within 100 We will then learn about
addition and subtraction within 10. using different
concrete resources to help us explore these
concepts. We will explore the part whole model to
help us with make connecticns between numbers,

The children will then learn about @D and 30
shapes and their properties, also understanding
how to sort shapes into different groups.

(3 cience-

In Science the children will be learning about
different plants and trees. Making observations and

comparisons. They will Learn about plants that grow

tn the garden and explore the structure of plants and

what they need to grow

The children will then go on to work scieatifically
thraugh cbzerving clasely, using simple equipment and
identifying ond classifying

The children will learn about animals including
humans Identifying noming and labelling the basic
parts of the human bedy and say which part of the
body is asscciated with each sense,

~

Hustory this term. they will compare sequence

local crea They will leam about basic
geographical features, simple mopping <k
phyz.cal ond human features.

Children will ke exsleing old and new toys in

and explore different toys from across the oges
In Geography the children will be exploring our

d

PSHE RE;

The children will explore a key

song ond style, they will leamn

|\,'1 wsic é
w

Be Yourself: recognize cur
pesitive qualities and
celebrate our individuality

mating good cholces being
kind

TEAM being part of a team,

The children will be explerng the
religion of Christianity this term.
we will Learn about their beliefs
places of weeship ond thdr key
values. We will also listen to ke

stortes and their significance

abeut the differences between
pulse. rhythm and pitch end to
Learn how to rap and enjey it in
its original form.

As well as Learning to sing play
lmarovize and campase with this
song. children wll [isten and
aparalse other Old-Schocl Hip

Hep tunes




Home Learn'mg

Children in Doves Class are expec’ced to compLete the foLLoer\g Leammg at

Home on a weekLg bO.SLSI

° Readmg at home: 3 times a week (5 minutes each Jche)
e Home Spelling book: 3 times a week (5 minutes each time)
° Keg words: 3 times a week (5 minutes each Jche)

e |[earning Log activities (optional)

ReadLng

Doves should read at home three times a week for five minutes each time; please
make a short note in your child's reading record to show they have read. Reading
books will be changed on Thursday Reading records will be checked every day and
stamps will be awarded to those children who have read three or more times at home
that week. Once six stamps are earned, the child will receive a Reading Reward for

their effor’cs; these are given out dur'mg our Celebration Assemb[g.

Please ask your child q/uesttons about their readmg to heLp their progression.

Suggested questions are included in this booklet and in your child’s readmg record.
Thank you for your feedback tn your child’s read'mg record - this is rea[[y he[pfu[/

Home Spe[[tngs

Your child will bang home a Home SpeL[Lngs’ book which is to be comp[e’ced three
times per week. A Llist of speLLLngs can be found

at the begLnnLng of each main page and should

be prac’cLsed three times durmg the week with the ’
date at the top of the column. Please fo[d the
pages to help your child follow our Look, Cover,

Write, check strategy (See speumg book for
Lnforma’cLon on this stra’cegg). Children will be

qutzzed on these on a Frtdag.

00'00
= )

Speumgs will be set on a Monday and will be

collected in on a FrLdag.
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Learn'mg Logs

Learnmg Logs are one of the ways we promote Leammg at home. We hope that your

child will enjoy compLeJang the activities and that ’cheg encourage you to work with
them to compLeJce the task.

How they work How can | do my work?

Learning logs are sent home every
term. Inside will be a number of

optional activities, which you may

v" Writing
v' Drawing
v' Diagrams

wish to complete to support your
child’s learning at home. Once your
child has completed an activity they
may bring it in to share their work with
the class — | can’t wait to see it!

v' Photographs
v Anyway you see fit — the
more creative the better!

. FORGET Learning

p—

@ L 0 g
Guidelines

Presenting my learning When are they due?

A double page should be used
Please only use grey pencil for
Wililgle

Coloured pencils for colouring

Learning logs are handed out at the
start of the term for each new topic.
To ensure your child receives tasks for
the next topic, please return the book
to school by the ‘due date’ so we can
prepare them for next topics home
learning.

not felt tips
Use rulers to draw lines

“Tell me and I forget. Tﬁmc and I remember. WURK HARD & BE
BUSS  PROUD OF WHAT

\ ‘ l
Involve me and I learn.” % -
) [ N

Benjamin Franklin

YOU ACHIEVE

Cuves vivoo 1 wuni nianumvon cveTevew

Houghton Conquest Lower School




Phonics - Little Wandle

Here at Houghton Conquest, we follow the ‘Little Wandle’ programme for our phonics learning.
The children will have daily phonics lessons at school to teach a new phoneme (sound), support
them to write the phoneme (grapheme), blend together to build words and write (segment) the

word.

Guided Reading

We also use ‘Little Wandle’ decodable books to support our guided reading and to send home.
These are matched to children based on their secure phonics knowledge. This will enable them
to use the GPC's they know to decode the words and, with practice, develop fluency when

reading.

What is the Phonics Screenlng Check?

Children in Year | throughout the country will
all be ’cak'mg part in a phonLcs screening check
durmg the same week in June. Children in Year
& will also take the check if they did not

achieve the recLqued result when in Year | or

Jcheg have not taken the test before.
What Happens Dur‘mg the Screentng?
The test contains 40 words. Each child will sit

one-to-one and read each word aloud to a
teacher. The test will take approximately [0
minutes per child, although all children are
different and will complete the check at their
own pace. The list of words the children read is
a combination of A0 real words and A0 pseudo

WOFdS (nonsense WOFd.S).
Pseudo WOFdS (Nonsense WOf‘d.S)

The pseudo words will be shown to your child
with a picture of an alien. This provides the
children with a context for the pseudo word
which is independent from any existing
vocabulary they may have. Pseudo words are
included because they will be new to all pupils;

theg do not favour children with a good

vocabu[aru know[edoe or VLSuCLL memoru O’F WOF‘dS.

Doves Class Parent Handbook 2024-2025
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How Can I HeLp Mg Child at
Home?

- Plag lots of sound and

LLchenLng games with your child.

-Read as much as possLbLe to

and with your child.

‘EﬂCOU.f‘QgQ omd prO_LSQ - ge’c

them to have a ‘good guess'.

-If your child is struggling to
decode a word, help them by
encouraging them to say each
sound in the word from left to
right.

-Blend the sounds bg pointing
to each one, e.g. /c/ in cat, /p/
in pat, /ng/ in sing, leel/ in

been.

-Discuss the meanmg of words

Lf your child does not know
what ’cheg have read.

10




Readmg

Each class has its own selection of books from which the teacher will match to their
secure phontcs know[edge. The children will read the book in the 3 x prac’ctse readmg
sessions and then will brmg home to read to their grown-ups. This book will be
changed every Thursday and relate to their book they have read in their practise
sessions that week. Children move onto a different level according to the
development of many skills, not just being able to read all the words. There are

some readLng quesﬂons in this booklet to heLp you discuss stories and books.

Please encourage your child to read lots of different bocks at home. The children
need to discuss many dtfferen’c stories and texts so I would not recommend bugmg

reading scheme books for home

11
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Read’mg S’cra’cegles

I use the picture to he[p

me.

/. C-A-R-P-E-T I know sounds /
- ‘CAR-PET” blend out words I
: ‘CARPET” don't know

I LOOI( JCOF‘ smauer WOFdS

inside words

@? en-joy-able I can break words
5’4 “enjoyable” down into syllables.

I use punctuation to heLp y '
me make sense of what T 7 I

am readmg.

I gO b(lCl( O,I’ld read a word

or sentence agam Lf I

don't understand it.

I read on to see 'Lf I can

work out the meaning of a
word I don't know.

I listen to what T am
readmg to see 'Lf it makes

sense.

Doves Class Parent Handbook 2024-2025
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Doves

Help y

| spy

our child wit

reading

Ask questions

Make it

fun

Create

Make sure you are
seen reading.
Keep books and
magazines at easy
reach.

Go online  Make
ok oning & ir space

Read everythmg out loud.

anythmg that is close to handl i

Class Parent Handbook 2024-2025
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How can 1 help my child with readtng?

As a parent you are probably helping your child with reading much more than you may realise. If
your home contains books, magazines and catalogues that your child sees you reading (you are
modelling skills they need to learn) you read to your child and talk together about familiar stortes,
also, if you use printed materials to find things out, then your child already has a head start in

this area.

® Remember that talking about reading is very important, so if your child is sometimes

reluctant to read aloud, discussing a book will also help to develop reading skills.
® Concentrate on enjoyment and grasping the meaning rather than absolute accuracy.

® Keep reading time relaxed, comfortable and pleasurable, in a quiet corner, with the television

turned off.

® Talk about the cover and read the title before rushing your child into the text, asking
questions such as: what do you think it will be about; what sort of book is it; have you read

one like this before?

® | ook through the book, noticing interesting pictures and words, then read the opening toge’cher.

® Don't correct too quickly. If your child makes an error suggest having another go, searching
the pictures for a clue, sounding out the first letter or reading on before you ‘tell” the
problem word. Try some of the reading strategtes.

° If your child s rea[[g strugglmg, take over the read’mg gourself so that it remains a fun
activity and let the teacher know.

® When your child brings home a book that has been read before ask for a summary before

read’mg it again, then discuss the book at a deeper level than last time.

o As your child progresses, talk about authors, characters and p[o’cs or what new Lnforma’cLon

has been learnt.

e Join your local LLbrarg and use it regu[ar[g. Watch out for storgte[['mg events, summer reads

and reviews of new titles.

14
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Reading Questions

These ques’ctons are used to heLp deveLop your child’s read’mg

comprehenston skills and check their unders’cand‘mg of the text.

Look at the fron’c cover:
What mtght the book be about?

Who could the main characters
be?

Have you read a book like this
before?

Who is the author?

Ana[gsls
How do you fee[ about .7

V\/hg did the author choose
these words?

How has the author shown
the character is afraLd?

Knowledge

What is happening?

Where did the story take place?
Who are the main characters?
What does the character look Like?
Where does the character live?

%‘Lon

What s happenmg?

What happened at the end of
the storg?

Who s JceLLLng the storg?

Which parts of the story do you
like best?

What probLem does the

character have?

App[tca’cton
Can you think of a story with a

similar theme?

Can you think of another story
where the character acted this
wag?

Critical Thlnklng
What s your opinion about...?

What evidence do you have to

back up your oanLon?

What would the main characters
think about...?
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Help y gchlld W|th|l ) n

Different media Flashcards

L ELCE Grab a dictionary
copy Have a dictionary to hand for looking up

Narrow it down

Get moving Games
\ake st i Encourage your child
to spell words out
loud on long car
journeys or when
walking to school.

Encourage your child to read.
Good readers are often good spellers!
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Handwrt’ctng

At Houghjcon Conquest Lower School, we are havmg a b'Lg focus on
har\dwrt’cmg this year. We will be continuing to use our Letter Join’

scheme and har\dwr'ﬁcmg will be ’caugh’c three times a week.

In Year | we will be continuing to practise the forma’cLon of letters. This
encourages children to slow down, take care in their letter forma’cLon and
promotes prLde in their work. We encourage children to practise their

handwrt’cmg at home, as well as at school.

Below is an exampLe of how we jotn our letters. We do not use lead in

L'mes, as we feeL this is an easier progressLon from prm’cmg to Jommg.

Handwrt’c'mg at Home

Here are some usefuL websites that may heLp your child with handerJang:

h’ctp://www.Lc’cgames.com/skg erJang.hJcmL

h’cjcp://www.doorwagonLLne.org.uk/LLJceracg/LeJtherformaJcLon/

Doves Class Parent Handbook 2024-2025
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http://www.ictgames.com/sky_writing.html
http://www.doorwayonline.org.uk/literacy/letterformation/

Printed Plus lower case letters

A |D C d. e
Fghtjk

|.mr1 O P

g r s t U

VvV W X 9 L
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Trips

Our summer term topic will be ‘Wild and Wonderful'.

We are planning on giving the opportunity for the children
to have an experience outside of school at

Woburn Safari Park.
Roughly £26

Safari Park

20
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