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Houghton Conquest Lower School and Pre-School 
 

Behaviour Policy - COVID-19 Addendum 

Context  

This is an addendum to the Behaviour policy specifically to address the infection protection 

and controls in school following the COVID-19 pandemic. The Health and Safety at Work Act 

1974 requires that “all employees take reasonable care for the health and safety of other 

persons who may be affected by his actions or omissions”. It is everyone’s responsibility to 

ensure that we create the safest possible environment for everyone.  

The following is an update to our behaviour policy to reflect the new rules and routines in 

place. 

Staff - Rules and Routines 

 1.  Do not come to work if you have coronavirus symptoms, or go home as soon as these 

develop (informing the school office), and access a test as soon as possible.  

2.  Clean your hands more often than usual - with running water and soap and dry them 

thoroughly or use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser ensuring that all parts of the hands are 

covered.  

3.  Use the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach.  

4.  Avoid touching your mouth, nose and eyes.  

5.  Clean frequently touched surfaces often using anti-bacterial products provided. 

6.  Think about ways to modify your teaching approach to keep a distance from children in 

your class as much as possible, particularly close face to face support (noting that it’s 

understood that this is not possible at all times, which is why hygiene and hand 

cleaning is so important).  

7.  Consider avoiding calling pupils to the front of the class or going to their desk to check 

on their work if not necessary.  

8.  Help your class to follow the rules on hand cleaning, not touching their faces, ‘catch it, 

bin it, kill it’ etc. including by updating your classrooms displays with posters. 

9.  Prevent your class from sharing equipment and resources (like stationery).  

10.  Keep your exterior classroom door and windows open if possible for air flow.  

11. Limit the number of children from your class using the toilet at any one time (1 child at 

a time).  
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12.  Limit your contact with other staff members, and don’t congregate in shared spaces, 

especially if they are small rooms.  

13.  Ensure that your class remains in their own social bubble and do not mix with children 

from other social bubbles. 

14.  If a child develops symptoms of coronavirus whilst at school staff should immediately 

remove the child from the classroom and to the designated medical zone. Staff caring 

for that child until they are picked up should follow the school health and safety 

guidance and wear the correct PPE.  

15.  Make sure you’ve read the school’s updated behaviour and health and safety policies 

and know what role in it you’re being asked to take. 

Parents - Rules and Routines 

 1.  Do not bring your children to school if you, or any of your household members have 

coronavirus symptoms. Follow the government guidance on staying at home 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance   

2.  If your child becomes unwell at school with coronavirus symptoms please collect them 

immediately and take them home. Do not take them to the doctors or the hospital, ring 

999 for an ambulance if they become seriously ill; if 5 years or over access a test as 

soon as possible. https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-

coronavirus/ask-for-atest-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/  

3.  Continue to talk to your children about the importance of social distancing, 

handwashing and good respiratory practices such as ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’. 

 4.  Ensure that one parent only enters the school grounds during the allocated drop off 

and pick up time. Please drop off and pick up promptly within your allocated time slot. 

Drop off and pick up at any other times should be arranged via the school office.  

5.  No parents will be allowed to enter school (unless by appointment). Please email or 

phone the school office if you have any enquiries.  

6.  Your child’s teacher will be very busy at drop off and pick up times and will not be able 

to talk. Please contact them via email or leave a message with the school office if you 

have any concerns. 

 7.  Please follow the markings for safe drop off and pick up within school grounds to 

support social distancing.  

8.  Please do not gather to talk to other parents in the school grounds or outside the 

school gates. 

 9.  Share the new school rules with your children.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-atest-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-atest-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
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10.  Make sure you’ve read the school’s updated behaviour and health and safety policies 

and know what role in it you’re being asked to take. 

Pupil - Rules and Routines  

1.  Make sure you stay close to your parents when they are dropping you off and picking 

you up from school.  

2.  Wash your hands when you get to school.  

3.  Wash your hands when your teacher tells you and always after you have been to the 

toilet.  

4.  Do not touch your face with dirty hands.  

5.  If you cough or sneeze cover your mouth with your sleeve or a tissue. Throw the tissue 

away and then always wash your hands.  

6.  Listen to your teacher about the areas you are allowed to go to, and only go to the 

areas that you are allowed to.  

7. Only use your class toilets. Ask your teacher if you need to go to the toilet.  

8.  Do not share any of your pens, pencils and other equipment including your water bottle 

or snacks with the other children. 

9.  The outdoor climbing equipment is timetabled; your class teacher will inform you when 

it is your turn to go on them. 

10.  Play games where you do not have to touch the other children. Your teacher will help 

you to think of some good games.  

11.  Do not touch or get too close to your teacher or your friends - keep a safe distance. 

Your teacher will remind you about this. It is important so that we can all keep safe!  

12.  Stay in your own space in the classroom, and only move around if your teacher says 

you can. 

Rewards  

Teachers will be encouraging children virtually and sharing children’s work on the school 

website weekly. Teachers, Teaching Assistants and all staff will welcome opportunities to 

praise individuals for good work, attitude or good behaviour, and show recognition, if these 

are brought to their attention. Above all praise and encouragement should be used as much 

as possible. Walking through school to show their work to the Headteacher or other adults 

for acknowledgement and praise during this time will not be permitted. 
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Behaviour in school 

If a child’s behaviour is deemed high risk, for example, refusing to adhere to safety 

measures, such as, hand washing, social distancing, remaining in their bubble/groups or 

deliberate behaviours that put themselves or others at risk, such as spitting or deliberately 

coughing at people.  

The following sanctions and disciplinary procedures could be used:  

 Conversation(s) with pupil(s) which could include a verbal warning, moving seats if 

logistically possible and other behaviour management strategies in line with our 

current behaviour policy.  

 Once all appropriate behaviour management strategies have been exhausted, 

contact should be made with pupil’s parent/carer. 

 If the health and safety of other pupils and staff members are put at risk by the pupils 

not adhering to social distancing measures, then the parent/carer will be expected to 

collect the pupil and a fixed term exclusion could be applied in line with Exclusion 

guidance, if required. 

Pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 

School acknowledges that children will have had a range of different experiences during the 

lockdown period which may have an impact on their behaviour presentation upon return to 

school. For many, the process of re-engagement with learning and the school community, 

under unusual circumstances, may require some additional input and encouragement.  

As a result of these varied experiences children may present with behaviour that is not 

usual, this may include;  

 Anxiety; lack of confidence  

 Challenging behaviour; fight or flight response  

 Anger; shouting, crying  

 Hyperactivity and difficulties maintaining attention  

For some children, the change in routines and lack of familiarity will require additional 

adjustment. School recognises that behaviour could be a sign that for some individual 

children there is an unfulfilled need and that the behaviour is communicating that there is a 

problem. The school will undertake an individual risk assessment for the child and use 

reasonable endeavours to make the necessary adjustments to reduce the stimulus that 

may be triggering the challenging response.  

Some children with SEND are recognised as being particularly vulnerable and therefore 

have an urgent need to be re-integrated back into school as soon as reasonably possible. 

School will work closely with parents to implement supportive strategies that will inform an 

appropriate response. If necessary, the school will seek external support from other 

agencies such as Educational Psychologists or Early Help. 


